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The “RuPaul” drag 
queen hosted the 
Birdcage in the Rus-







disorder can have on 
American soldiers.
See page 6
South Carolina coach 
Dawn Staley thinks 
her team can handle 
the spotlight now that 
it’s in the Sweet 16.
See page 12






USC Connect, the university’s $2.5 
million initiative for learning beyond 
the classroom, launched a rev ised 
website at Tuesday’s forum. However, 
technological improvements still need 
to be made to the program, which has 
an undefi ned time line. 
USC decided to allot $500,000 per 
year to the project, which is in its fi rst 
year and exists in compliance with 
the Southern Association of Colleges 
and Schools mandate for a Quality 
Enhancement Plan . According to Irma 
Van Scoy, executive director of USC 
Connect, the program is planned to last 
a minimum of fi ve years, but she expects 
it to last at least through the next SACS 
visit, which will be in 10 years. Van 
Scoy has also noted the provost saying 
the program has the potential to be 
as successful as University 101, which 
started in the 1970s. 
“I would expect that if the program is 
progressing well, it would be continued 
to be supported at a comparable level in 
the future,” Van Scoy said, adding that 
the current budget is not as high as the 
estimated $500,000 per year.
Va n Scoy sa id  t he budget  w i l l 
increase in the future as the program 
builds capacity and is able to use money 
to support initiatives.
USC has also decided to hire a paid 
graduate assistant for USC Connect, 
who will receive a stipend of either 
$7,500 or $8,000, depending on the 
student’s year at the university. The 
GA will also receive a tuition reduction 
of $2,100. 
A revised version of USC Connect’s 
website went l ive minutes before 
Tuesday’s forum in the Russell House 
Theater. The website now includes 
a  word  doc u ment  template  t hat 
enables students to create their own 
USC Connect posters, just like those 
featuring successful students posted 
around campus. Students can enter 
information into the template about 
their coursework and experiences — 
both in and outside the classroom. 
However,  USC Con nec t  has  not 
decided what it will do with completed 
templates.
USC Con nec t  a l so  encou rages 
students to use e-Portfolios , which 
are available through their Blackboard 
account, to upload pictures and videos 
of their experiences. Van Scoy said the 




Technology for $2.5 million program 




W h i l e  t h e y  h a v e  a l r e a d y 
encountered a few bumps in the road, 
the Muslim Student Association 
is looking forward to the rest of 
Discover Islam Week, which held 
events on Monday and Tuesday 
nights and will continue to do so 
through Thursday. 
Before the week ’s star t ,  the 
Muslim Student Association’s banner 
promoting Discover Islam Week had 
been stolen and their chalk writings 
across campus had been washed 
off within a day. Both incidents 
have been reported to the USC 
Department of Law Enforcement 
and Safety .
“We were told that it doesn’t matter 
that the chalk got washed off because 
it isn’t allowed anyway,” Muslim 
Student Association President Firas 
Freajah said. “It’s frustrating because 
we’ve seen some chalk writing stay 
for weeks without getting washed 
off, even though all chalking isn’t 
technically allowed. It seems like 
they let other groups slide.”
The banner has yet to be recovered, 
and Freajah has not received any 
addit ional word from the USC 
Department of Law Enforcement 
and Safety.
Despite these setbacks, Discover 







Despite setbacks, Discover Islam Week prevails
Carolina Productions partnered 
with USC’s Bisexual, Gay, Lesbian, 
Straight Alliance to host the 14th annual 
Birdcage drag show event. Featured 
Tuesday night in the Russell House 
Ballroom , the event served as a fun 
segue into talking openly about the 
lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender 
community and safe sex. 
The theme of the night was “La Cage 
aux Folles,” a French term meaning, 
“The Cage of Crazies.” It was inspired 
by “The Birdcage” (1995), a Robin 
Williams flick in which a gay cabaret 
owner and his drag queen partner agree 
to “play straight” in order to meet their 
son’s fiance’s right-wing, straitlaced 
parents. 
With a rainbow backdrop and silk 
flames framing the stage, the evening 
was a showcase of local and student 
drag queens and k ings, donned in 
glitter, feathers and the highest heels 
imaginable.
The evening was full of glitz, glamour 
and laughs as the high-stepping ladies 
worked the runway. 
“For me, it shows the wide diversity 
of what students are interested in,” said 
James Teague, a second-year fashion 
merchandising student who serves 
as social chair of BGLSA . “Not only 
does it show diversity of the LGBT 
community ... it shows really eccentric 
people, [because you] don’t have normal 
friends.” 
The show featured drag queen 
Shangela of “RuPaul’s Drag Race” fame 
opening the showcase with a Beyonce 
medley, stunning the crowd in a black 
and gold number. As a clear hit, she 
wowed everyone with her fl oor moves, 
graciously accepting tips with a wink 
and a hair fl ip. 
The sun was shining upon one of South Carolina’s 
most revered naturalists, Rudy Mancke, as he 
started his presentation on the vernal equinox at 
noon on Tuesday in front of the USC’s Visitor 
Center. Mancke is the naturalist-in-residence at 
the McKissick Museum and is well-known in South 
Carolina for his role hosting “Nature Scene” on 
ETV.
In Tuesday’s talk on the Horseshoe, he focused 
on behavioral differences in local animals created 
by climate change, including migration that will be 
observable in this transition from winter to spring. 
A crowd of older Carolinians attentively listened 
to Mancke’s talk, which intertwined stories from 
both biology and his own childhood. In between 
laughs he showed off snakeskins, a special breed 
of wasps and a small turtle, all of which acted as 
visual aids for the connections he was trying to 
express.
— Compiled by Spencer Scott, 
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Carolinian Creed & Diversity Week
SPONSORS:
Monday, March 19th
CREED FAIR & CANNED FOOD DRIVE
FOR HARVEST HOPE
KICK-OFF ON GREENE STREET WITH COCKY












10:00 AM - 2:00 PM
Friday, March 23rd
CREED & DIVERSITY WEEK
CLOSING CEREMONY
RUSSELL HOUSE THEATER








9:00 AM - 3:00 PM
needs to be a link on USC Connect’s 
website with pictures and screen 
shots that show how to easily access 
the portfolios. Currently, it takes 
several steps for students to access 
their basic portfolios, and additional 
steps to access the template. 
“ We ’r e  g o i n g  t o  w o r k  o n 
streamlining it and make it easier for 
people to get there,” Van Scoy said. 
The revised website also includes 
a  l i n k  t o  t h e  U S C  C o n n e c t 
student representative board and 
USC Connect Council . Caroline 
Hendricks, a member of the student 
board , said the board’s purpose is 
to promote USC Connect to the 
student body. 
“The board itself is a beyond-the-
classroom experience,” Hendricks 
sa id, adding that it  has helped 
her develop sk il ls and outreach 
communication to other students.
Jessica Kaczmarek is a second-year 
chemistry student who also works 
with USC Connect. 
“From a student’s perspective, 
USC Connect is more than writing 
up your resume,” Kaczmarek said. 
She added t hat  it ’s  more t han 
preparing for a career, going to class 
or attending club meetings. 
The program encourages students 
to think about how coursework and 
activities link together, Kaczmarek 
said, adding that USC Connect 
raises awareness of the ref lection 
process. 
The student representative board 
is still looking for more members, 
according to Hendricks. There will 
be a meeting Thursday at 6 p.m. in 
Russell House 302.  
in ra ising awareness 
about Islam in the non-
Muslim community.
“After our event on 
Monday, some people 
who at tended  c a me 
with us to dinner at Al-
Amir, and it was really 
more informative than 
anything,” said Freajah, 
a third-year international 
business student.
A significant amount 
of those in attendance 
at Tuesday night’s event, 
“Jesus in Islam,” were 
members of the non-
Muslim community as 
well. Sheikh Muhammad 
Ad ly of  t he I s lam ic 
Center of Columbia 
delivered a short lecture 
ab out  t he  ro le  a nd 
perception of Jesus in 
Islam.
“ We wa nt  to  t a l k 
about Jesus; he’s a great 
personality, and he’s a 
personality viewed by 
three different groups 
w ith three d if ferent 
views,” Adly said.
Adly explained that in 
the Muslim world Jesus 
is not the son of God but 
a “Messenger of Allah,” 
 whi le not ing Jesus’s 
signifi cance in Islam.
“The miracles of Jesus 
were something totally 
different than anything 
t h a t  h ad  h ap p e ne d 
before,” Adly said.
This lecture, like the 
other Discover Islam 
events, was meant to be 
informative for those 
with little knowledge of 
Islam.
“Th is  i s  a n  event 
that is important to us 
because it is informative 
and it represents much of 
our relationship between 
M u s l i m s  a n d  n o n -
Muslims throughout the 
United States,” Freajah 
said.
The Muslim Student 
Associat ion will host 
e vent s  ton ight  a nd 
Thursday night to close 
Discover Islam Week. 
“Islam Gave Women 
Rights,” a lecture on 
women’s posit ion in 
Islam, will take place 
tonight at 6:45 in the 
Honors Residence Hall, 
room B110. A short play 
depict ing the history 
o f  I s l a m ,  “ Jou r ne y 
Through Time,” will be 
performed on the Russell 
House patio at 6:45 p.m. 
on Thursday, with an 
included dinner starting 
at 5:30 p.m. 
Comments on this story? 
Visit dailygamecock.com/news
Comments on this story? 
Visit dailygamecock.com/
news
CONNECT ● Continued from 1











Wednesday, March 28, 2012 5:00 p.m.
APPLICATION PROCESS
P u l i t z e r  P r i z e –
w i n n i n g  j o u r n a l i s t 
David Cay Johnston will 
speak about the state of 
investigative journalism 
as well as his experience 
covering the business 
world  i n  t he  USC’s 
Law School Auditorium 
tonight at 6:30 p.m. 
“David Cay Johnston 
i s  o n e  o f  t h e  t o p 
investigative reporters in 
this country,” said Rob 
Wells, a visiting business 
journalism professor.  
Currently a columnist 
for  Reuters  and t he 
Distinguished Visiting 
Lecturer at the Syracuse 
University’s College of 
Law, Johnston won his 
Pulitzer in 2001 for a 
series of articles focusing 
on the Internal Revenue 
Service and the U.S. tax 
system, which revealed 
the higher probability of 
the poor to be audited 
compared to that of the 
rich. 
I n add it ion to t he 
Pulitzer Prize, Johnston 
counts two best-selling 
book s and t he 2004 
Investigative Book of the 
Year award among his 
honors. 
Wells counts Johnston, 
a former competitor of 
his, as a mentor.
“I competed against 
h i m  w he n  I  w a s  a t 
Bloomberg News. He 
was at The New York 
Times, and when I would 
run into him at a hearing 
or an event, he would 
have read all my stuff and 
point out something that 
he liked or something 
I  cou ld  work  on  or 
improve,” Wells said. 
“That’s how he dealt 
with younger reporters, 
people who wanted to 
improve and learn.”
Johnston will also be 
speaking to journalism 
classes during the day. 
“This is a guy who’s at 
the top of his profession, 
and he’s also very unusual 
in that he’s gone out of 
his way time and again to 
help younger reporters 





David Cay Johnston to visit USC
Courtesy of Rochester City Newspaper
The Birdcage Follies , 
four ladies adorned in 
glitter and tassels, earned 
laughs with their song 
about being who they are, 
“girdles and jocks” and all.
“Dr ag  m ay  b e  t he 
mo s t  v i s u a l  p a r t  o f 
communication, and it 
gets attention. Just like 
the University of South 
Carolina, [LGBT] are 
black, white, Christian, 
atheist ... We’re just like 
you,” sa id Zac Baker, 
a  t h i r d - y e a r  v i s u a l 
communication student 
and president of BGLSA. 
T h e r e  w e r e  m a n y 
i mp r e s s i v e  a c t s ,  a l l 
impersonating leading 
ladies of pop culture, such 
as Lady Gaga in a silver 
getup, all lip-synching 
anthems by the likes of 
Kel ly Clarkson, Kat y 
Perry and Diana Ross. 
S a m a n t h a  H u n t e r 
hosted the event, entering 
the stage in a different 
outfi t each time, drawing 
m a ny  t ip s  f rom  t he 
crowd and hoots after her 
raunchy comments. At 57 
years old, Samantha has 
been in the game a long 
time and was the reason 
for one fellow drag queen’s 
start on the runway.
Dorae  Sau nder s  ,  a 
fi nalist of “America’s Got 
Talent,” started doing 
drag as a response to 
Hunter’s inspiration. She 
wowed the crowd in a 
sparkly blue dress, ripping 
off parts of it as her act 
progressed, and brought 
in three backup dancers 
clad in tights to hit the 
fl oor with her — literally.
Saunders says it is a 
duty of the college crowd 
to perpetuate love for 
everyone, regardless of the 
who they are.
“[It’s] not about your sex 
or your color ... watching 
this room fi lled with every 
nationality, creed, color ... 
[you must] teach them to 
love,” Saunders said. 
The event also featured 
information from Youth 
Empowerment Against 
HI V/A IDS ( Y EA H!), 
an organization for gay, 
bisexual and queer men 
advocating to eliminate 
the stigma of gay sex and 
how to be safe about it. 
After more numbers 
f e a t u r i n g  t h e  l o n e 
drag king and a gilded 
per for mer,  Sha ngela 
closed the show as Nicki 
M i n a j  w e a r i n g  h e r 
trademark pink curly hair. 
At one point, the stairs 
up to the stage fell off the 
runway with Shangela 
prancing on them. Like a 
true performer, she kept 
dancing, raising the crowd 
to their feet.
Both the performers 
a n d  t h e  a u d i e n c e 
t h o r o u g h l y  e n j o y e d 
t he m s e l v e s ,  v o i c i n g 
tolerance and acceptance 
with each minute the 
production continued.
Patti O’Furniture, who 
hosts the longest running 
drag show in Columbia at 
PT’s 1109 , was very proud 
of the drag show and its 
participants. 
When asked what she 
wanted to communicate 
through drag, she said, 
“I want people to laugh 
and have a good t ime 
and forget about their 
troubles.”
O ’ F u r n i t u r e  i s  a 
USC graduate, received 
her master’s degree in 
education and once served 
as adviser to BGLSA.
Although the glitter is 
probably still there today, 
so is the mutual feeling 
of excitement for diversity 
and tolerance toward all 
people. 
Comments on this story? 
Visit dailygamecock.com/
news











6 Wednesday, March 21, 2012
CORRECTIONS
If you fi nd an error in today’s edition of The Daily Gamecock, let 
us know about it. Email sagckvew@mailbox.sc.edu and we will 
print the correction in our next issue.
The goal of The Daily Gamecock’s 
V iew poi nt s  page i s  to s t imu late 
discussion in the University of South 
Carolina community.
All published authors are expected 
to provide logical arguments to back 
their views.
The Daily Gamecock encourages 
readers to voice opinions and offers 
three methods of expression: letters to 
the editor, guest columns and feedback 
on dailygamecock.com.
L e t t e r s  a n d  g u e s t  c o l u m n s 
should be submit ted v ia emai l to 
ga mecocked itor @sc .edu.  Let ter s 
must be 200 to 300 words in length 
and include the author’s name, year in 
school and area of study.
We also invite student leaders and 
USC faculty members to submit guest 
columns. Columnists should keep 
submissions to about 500 words in 
length and include the author’s name 
and position. 
The editor reserves the right to edit 
and condense submissions for length 
and clarity, or not publish at all. 
All submissions become the property 
of The Daily Gamecock and must 
conform to the legal standards of USC 
Student Media.
IT’S YOUR RIGHT
Letter: SG criticism unfair, unsubstantiated






















“We have no 
doubt there’s 
a plan for the 
program ... but 
we’re not sure if 
students see the 
value. ”
USC Connect details 
unclear to students
Proposed bill would 
cost taxpayers dearly
Privatization of 







About The Daily Gamecock
The Daily Gamecock is the editorially independent student newspaper 
of the University of South Carolina. It is published daily during the fall 
and spring semesters and nine times during the summer with the exception 
of university holidays and exam periods. Opinions expressed in The 
Daily Gamecock are those of the editors or author and not those of the 
University of South Carolina. 
Th e Board of Student Publications and Communications is the publisher 
of The Daily Gamecock. Th e Department of Student Media is the 
newspaper’s parent organization. The Daily Gamecock is supported in 
part by student-activity fees. One free copy per reader. Additional copies 
may be purchased for $1 each from the Department of Student Media.
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Last Sunday morning, 16 Afghan 
civilians were murdered by Staff Sgt. 
Robert Bales, an 11-year U.S. Army 
veteran, in Afghanistan’s Kandahar 
province. Of the victims, nine were 
children. 
This shock ing act of v iolence 
c om m it t e d  a g a i n s t 
i n n o c e nt  c i v i l i a n s 
b r o k e  h e a r t s  a n d 
r a i s ed  e yebrow s  a s 
Bales’ character was 
revealed to be anything 
but murderous. The 
38 -y e a r - o ld  f a t he r 
of t wo has received 
many honors for his 
competence in combat 
and was described by 
fellow soldiers as “a great, great soldier 
... trustworthy, honest and mature.” 
So, what causes a seasoned veteran 
on his fourth tour in the Middle East 
to suddenly sneak off base and massacre 
almost an ent ire v i l lage? W hile 
nothing has been proved and many 
details still need to be analyzed, it is 
clear Bales’ mental state had become 
tragically altered.
It has been suspected that he may 
have been (and still is) suffering from 
post-traumatic stress disorder, a mental 
illness that infl icts one in fi ve  soldiers 
returning home from overseas. 
This disorder is essentially the 
cranial manifestation of spending 
months on end in a desert where 
the enemy wears no uniform, a life 
consumed by death hiding in plain 
sight. PTSD often leads to alcohol and 
drug abuse, domestic abuse, violence 
and suicide. In 2010, more soldiers 
committed suicide than died in combat.
This tragic plight serves not as an 
excuse, but as a possible explanation for 
the otherwise inexplicable actions of a 
dedicated soldier, husband and father. 
Th is  epidemic i s  yet  anot her 
byproduct of a war whose expiration 
date passed long ago.
With this incident, along with a 
string of other similar recent events 
including U.S. soldiers burning Qurans 
and urinating in the mouths of dead 
Taliban soldiers, the pressure to cut 
our losses on this exhaustive war is 
mounting. According to a Gallup poll 
conducted on March 16, half of all 
Americans believe the withdrawal of 
troops needs to be sped up in light of 
these episodes.
Even Republ ican president ia l 
candidate Newt Gingrich, previously 
a supporter of “finishing the job” in 
Afghanistan, said last week, “We need 
to understand that our being in the 
middle of countries like Afghanistan is 
probably counterproductive. We’re not 
prepared to be ruthless enough to force 
them to change. And yet we are clearly 
an alien presence.” 
T h e  s h o o t i n g  i n  K a n d a h a r 
epitomizes the sheer frustration of the 
soldiers, the Afghan and Iraqi natives 
and Americans back at home.
These desperate circumstances are 
a heartbreaking reminder that despite 
our efforts, this war has done more 
harm than good — for all involved.
Let the lives of those innocent 
Afghan civilians not be taken in vain, 
let the deterioration of Staff Sgt. Bales’ 
mental state and subsequently his 
families’ lives not be destroyed in vain 
and let the American people’s trust in 
its government’s intentions be restored 
by taking this atrocity as a call for 
action and not an unfortunate fl uke. 
T h e  S o u t h  C a r o l i n a 
Legislature has proposed a bill 
that has angered a large portion 
of residents likely to receive an 
increase in their property taxes in 
order to privatize the school bus 
system.
I f  passed,  t he bi l l  wou ld 
require school systems to fork out 
millions , which would in turn be 
handed to the taxpayers.
The bill would require the 
s t a t e ’ s  s c h o o l 
districts to operate 
their own school 
bu s  s y s tem s  or 
c o nt r ac t  t ho s e 
operations out to 
private companies. 
G o v .  N i k k i 
Haley is in favor 
of privatizing the 
bus system, which 
was included in her 
executive budget. 
According to The State, “She is 
in ‘broad stroke’ agreement with 
(state Rep. Jim) Merrill’s bill but 
has not been involved in working 
on its details.” 
Some school districts, however, 
have done the math and have 
concluded that the budget is just 
not there for a privatized bus 
system to be enacted.
With the ever-increasing cost 
of vehicles and fuel, privatizing 
school bus systems in South 
Carolina would seem to be a 
diffi cult feat for school districts, 
which already receive meager 
funding from the state.
The privat izat ion’s ef fects 
would be felt not only by the 
South Carolina school districts, 
but taxpayers as well. The amount 
of property taxes residents are 
already paying is exorbitant, and 
the economy has been, and will 
likely remain, impecunious. 
The burden privatization will 
have will be detrimental to many 
families who are already having 
dif f iculty choosing between 
whether to fi ll up their gas tanks 
or put food on the table. 
In Tuesday’s editorial, The Daily Gamecock argued 
that the election commission’s inability to convict 
Kenny Tracy of an ethics violation ultimately resulted 
in Trenton Smith being named as chief of staff. This 
is a factually fl awed assertion that is far beneath The 
Gamecock’s editorial board. 
To start, the elections commission did everything 
it could in regard to convicting Tracy of an ethics 
violation. If The Gamecock is unhappy with the fact 
that Tracy was found innocent, that is an issue to take 
with the constitutional council that overturned the 
decision, not the commission. The editorial ignores the 
fact that Tracy was found innocent. The editorial board 
has the right to comment on matters pertaining to 
the student body, not dismiss fact and use the column 
space to label someone as guilty. For this, I am deeply 
disappointed and would hope an apology is issued.
Second, The Gamecock’s news article, “Tracy 
Chooses Freshman as Chief of Staff,” while well-
written and well-investigated, never answers the 
question of, “Why should I care?” I can only assume 
the point of the article was to shed light on the inner 
drama of Student Government, in some attempt to 
develop a link between the staffi ng procedures of Tracy 
and the quality of service his administration will be 
able to provide students. No such link exists.
The purpose of chief of staff is two-fold: to serve 
as an adviser to the student body president, and to 
organize and manage an effective executive cabinet. 
Class standing has nothing to do with ability to execute 
either task. Instead, the qualities most necessary are the 
ability to communicate effectively, effi ciently multitask, 
simultaneously think short- and long-term and survive 
mostly on caffeine.
I know this because I, too, served as chief of staff as 
a freshman. I won’t deny that my appointment raised a 
few eyebrows, nor that I faced a steep learning curve. 
But at the end of the day, my peers respected my 
ability to serve them and the student body at large. 
This is what ultimately matters. Previous editors of 
your paper felt no need to write on the topic, because 
they understood that wasting space on the staffing 
procedures of various student organizations served no 
journalistic purpose.
Smith is certainly one of the more impressive 
freshmen I have seen come through SG in recent 
years, and nearly anyone with whom he has come into 
professional contact will agree. Tracy clearly trusts his 
judgment.
Finally, I want to stress my disappointment with 
both parties. In my four years here at the University of 
South Carolina, I have seen both The Daily Gamecock 
and SG grow and strengthen as organizations, and I 
expected better from both. 
As the student body’s paper of record, I expect The 
Gamecock to be able to identify worthwhile stories and 
not waste valuable time, energy and resources reporting 
on inconsequential issues. I also hope SG can stop with 
all the petty in-house drama that seems to come up 
every year, and get to working on issues students care 
about. 
— Alex Ott, fourth-year international business student 
and Student Government Executive Chief of Staff 2009–10 
Administration offi cials have big plans 
for USC Connect, a $2.5 million initiative 
to connect students with opportunities 
beyond the classroom. 
All we’ve seen, however, are posters 
featuring successful students scattered 
t h r o u g h o u t 
campus. After 
much fanfare, 
t h e  f a c t  i s 
that we’re still 
u n s u r e  w h a t 
e x ac t l y  US C 
Connect looks 
l i k e  o r  w h at 
benefi t students 
w i l l  see f rom 
t he prog ram. 
Coming from involved students, we can’t 
imagine what the casual student thinks 
of the program when he or she sees the 
ubiquitous posters campuswide .
We have no doubt there’s a plan for the 
program and the $500,000 annually that 
has been set aside to develop and maintain 
the initiative — but we’re not sure if 
students see the value. Posters idolizing 
the best of the best Carolina has to offer 
are great, and attaching the USC Connect 
name to them is good, yet doing so fails 
to explain to students what USC Connect 
actually is.
We’re also curious whether an existing 
system, such as V IP, the upcoming 
OneCarolina system or even the sc.edu 
website, could be enhanced to accomplish 
the same goals of USC Connect.
A punch line helps students remember 
the name but fails to show what it does for 
them. A program to connect students to 
opportunities around campus in research, 
extracurricular activities and internships is 
certainly one to stand behind, except we’re 
now a year into the investment and still 
wondering how the initiative will come to 
fruition. 
With that, we cannot help but feel 
skeptical of the entire program. Sure, 
USC needed its accreditation, but aside 
from a shower of posters strewn across 
campus, we’re still waiting to see what USC 
7Wednesday, March 21, 2012
“Never be afraid to laugh at yourself. After all, you 
could be missing out on the joke of the century.” 
— Dame Edna Everage 
Dressed in a  sequ ined,  pink 
spaghetti strap minidress and done 
up w it h a Beyonce-esque w ig, 
dramatic silver eye shadow, larger-
than-life lashes and dark pink lips, 
Shangela looked every bit the diva 
she portrays on stage and on Seasons 
2 and 3 of “RuPaul’s Drag Race.” 
The Paris, Texas nat ive, who 
touts herself as “The Debutantess 
of the South” defi nitely felt at home 
during her visit to South Carolina, 
especially when it came to enjoying 
the food.
“I went to Yesterday’s today and 
had a chicken-fried steak, smothered 
in cream gravy with a side of corn 
and mashed potatoes. And, they 
gave me garlic corn bread, and I 
asked for the corn bread and the 
rolls,” Shangela said. “I am eating up 
the South. ”
Although she is recognized for 
her Shangela character, the former 
realit y contestant hasn’t been a 
queen for very long.
“I’ve been performing in drag for 
about three years,” she said. “Prior 
to that, I was working in PR and still 
doing some theater things.”
Shangela began her drag career 
by accident. She choreographed a 
drag routine to Beyonce’s “Single 
Ladies” in 2009 and ended up taking 
the stage after one performer backed 
out at the last minute. 
After the performance, the club’s 
promoter offered Shangela a paid 
solo performance gig, and she began 
to pursue drag as a career.
Shangela does her own makeup, 
and perfecting her stage look takes 
time.
“It takes me about two hours to 
get ready from the moment I turn 
on the shower and start shaving off 
all the extra,” she said.
Col laborat ion is key when it 
comes to Shangela’s wardrobe.
“I have such great friends that are 
designers and come up with really 
cool costume ideas. Honey, I can’t 
sew for nothing,” she said.
Shangela draws fashion inspiration 
from Beyonce’s style (“It’s classic, 
it’s beautiful”), Halle Berry and Zoe 
Saldana (“She turns the party for 
me”), and although her stage looks 
lean more toward leotards than red 
carpet looks, she claims to be a big 
fan of Hollywood glamour.
“I love Oscar fashion. I am such a 
gown girl,” she said.
Shangela is a strong activist in 
t he le sbian,  gay,  bisex ua l  and 
t r a n sgender  com mu n it y.  She 
has spoken out for HI V/A IDS 
awareness, volunteered at homeless 
shelters and even fi lmed an “It Gets 
Better” video discouraging teen 
suicide.
The enter t a i ner  encou rages 
people who don’t understand drag 
to come to a show and see what it’s 
all about. 
“People who don’t know about 
drag or may not be even interested 
in it, I always say, ‘Open your mind, 
baby,’ and you’ll never know what 
you’ll fall in love with,” she said. 
Shangela has a act ive Twitter 
presence and spends free moments 
interacting with her fans.
“I hope to give them as much joy, 
excitement, laughter and support as 
they give me back,” she said. “I can’t 
answer everyone, but I try. I have to 
sleep, too, but I do my best.” 
Shangela st i l l keeps in touch 
with RuPaul and several other 
contestants f rom “Drag Race.” 
She and Ru recently filmed some 
sketches for E!’s “The Soup” and 
thesouptv.com. Shangela calls her 
mentor “the queen of all queens” 
and said she is like a mama to former 
contestants.
A lthough she is no longer on 
“Drag Race,” Shangela has a lot of 
new prospects on the horizon. 
The star will launch a four-city 
comedy tour, t it led “Shangela is 
Halleloo-sing It,” this summer and 
also has a few music projects in 
the works. Shangela also fi lmed an 
episode of “The Mentalist,” which 
she said will probably air in April. 
While Shangela may be portrayed 
as an over-the-top TV personality, 
she is committed to being a positive 
role model for gay teens and people 
who feel different. 
“I never give up. I’m working my 
rear end off to make sure I’m giving 
... people who’ve ever had a dream 
someone to look up to,” Shangela 
said. 
Follow Shangela on Twitter 
@itsSHANGELA to keep up with 
the drag queen’s latest projects. 
Shangela speaks 
out with sequins
Photos by George Hinchliffe / THE DAILY GAMECOCK
‘RuPaul’ drag queen 
hosts Birdcage, lends 
diva to greater cause 
Kristyn Winch
KWINCH@DAILYGAMECOCK.COM
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At the start of the movie, the police 
chief says to our two leads, “The guys 
in charge are running out of original 
ideas and are forced to recycle old 
programs.” 
This is  the per fect metaphor 
toward how producers are relying on 
fi lm adaptations of classic television 
shows to keep the money coming. 
It may be a money-making idea, but 
that doesn’t make it a great idea.
Case  i n  poi nt :  Most  mov ie s 
based on television shows end up 
being unenjoyable. Some examples 
include: “Scooby-Doo” (2002), “The 
Flintstones” (1994), “Leave It to 
Beaver” (1997), “Bewitched” (2005), 
“The Dukes of Hazzard” (2005), 
“Lost in Space” (1998) and the list 
goes on. Thankfully, the latest TV-
to-fi lm adaptation doesn’t fall in with 
the rest of the crowd. 
“21 Jump Street” can best be 
described as what would happen if 
John Hughes were to direct his own 
version of “Bad Boys” (1995). 
Based on the buddy cop drama that 
launched Johnny Depp’s career, the 
movie offers a sweet sense of nostalgia 
toward ’80s television while shifting 
its material to a form that appeals to 
modern audiences. While the original 
program was more of a drama, this 
movie adaptation takes a more, shall 
we say, self-deprecating approach. 
Cha n n i ng Tat u m a nd Jona h 
Hill play Greg Jenko and Morton 
Schmidt, two former classmates who 
befriend each other at the police 
academy. 
A f ter graduat ion and a fa i led 
attempt at their “fi rst bust,” they get 
reassigned to a special undercover 
program that sends them back to high 
school in order to investigate activity 
surrounding a new synthetic drug 
called HFS. 
As they try to blend in, they fi nd 
that high school isn’t the same as it 
was in their days. It is here we see 
the very fi rst aspect “21 Jump Street” 
does correctly: avoiding typical high 
school social stereotypes. 
The popular kids, who are the drug 
dealers, aren’t your stereotypical 
jocks or slackers. In this school, it’s 
cool to support gay rights, help the 
environment and even participate in 
drama. 
W h i le  u ndercover,  Jen ko  i s 
completely thrown by all of the 
changes since his days as the high 
school prom k ing, with horrible 
grades and an even worse attitude. 
Schmidt, however, eventually sees 
this as a chance to have a better high 
school experience than his days as the 
intellectual, pudgy outcast.
Despite raunchy references to the 
male anatomy and the increasing 
insanit y of events, screenwriter 
Michael Bacall wisely keeps Jenko 
and Schmidt’s relationship at the 
center of the story, maintaining their 
likeability and keeping the movie 
grounded.
As the hysterical leads, Tatum 
and Hil l  d isplay great comedic 
@thegamecock
‘Jump Street’ strays from series drama
Tyler Simpson
TSIMPSON@DAILYGAMECOCK.COM
Film adapts Johnny Depp 
show without stereotypes
Director: Phil Lord, Chris Miller
Starring: Channing Tatum, Jonah Hill, Ice 
Cube, Brie Larson, Dave Franco
Rating: R for crude and sexual content, 
persuasive language, drug material, 
teen drinking and some violence
“21 Jump Street”
NOW IN THEATERS B 
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chemistry in plenty of back-and-forth 
situations. Tatum, usually the dull, 
melodramatic stud muffi n in tedious 
dramas, turns out to have a sense 
of humor as he makes cracks about 
his hunk persona and, surprisingly, 
d isplays great comedic t iming. 
And Hill, after demonstrating his 
dramatic side in “Moneyball” (2011), 
is right at home with his typecast role 
as the social outsider with the Judd 
Apatow–style humor. 
The rest of the excellent supporting 
cast includes Brie Larson as the 
popular girl Schmidt crushes on, 
Rob Riggle as the blustery coach, 
Chris Parnell as the self-important 
drama teacher and Ellie Kemper 
(Erin on NBC’s “The Offi ce”) as the 
chemistry teacher with the hots for 
Jenko. But the funniest character is 
Ice Cube, playing the stereotypical 
angry black police captain, who is 
completely aware of his role. 
In fact, the movie’s overall self-
awareness is where it finds success 
and is what separates it from similar 
films. “21 Jump Street” is more of 
a spoof on the original than it is an 
adaptation, relying on an ironic tone 
that previous TV-to-fi lm adaptations 
lack. 
There are multiple jokes that skew 
the conventions of the action film 
genre, as well as the motif of older 
men posing as high school students. 
The only thing that really holds 
this movie back is its long runtime, 
as “21 Jump Street” could have 
benefi tted from a good 20 minutes of 
footage cut. But, not enough that we 
would lose all of the wonderful cameo 
appearances. 
“21 Jump Street” is hilarious, well-
written and very well may make me 
want take back everything I’ve been 
saying about Channing Tatum.  
Courtsey of allmoviephoto.com
Courtsey of MCT Campus
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HOUSING
4 BR/2 BA house 
4BR/2BA house located 
near campus and Vista.  Full 
appliances, phone/cable in 
all rooms.  Great for 4 college 
students.  $1,500/mth.  Available 
7/1/12.
Email hank@burrisslaw.com
USC STUDENTS! We have a 
large selection of Houses, and 
others homes to choose from. 
Call us today! 803-799-1333 
RENTMARTONLINE.COM *FEE*
1Bd/1Ba sublease in 2bd/2ba 
cottage
 I am studying abroad for the 
2012/2013 year and need 
someone to sublease my 1bd/1ba 
cottage at The Retreat. I may 
consider splitting the lease in half 
for 2 subleasers.
Email cobriensmiley@hotmail.com
Place On the Greene Condo  
Nice oversized 2 bdrm/2 bath 
condo just up from Starbucks!  
Price includes great kitchen with 
disposal, micro, dishwasher, stove 
and frig. Long barstool counter. 
Huge bed/bath. Washer/ dryer 
and H2O included. Great 5th floor 
location with lovely  view off the 
balcony. Condo is BIG! $950 mo. 
Perfect for 2 roommates. Unit is 
available August 1st. Please call 
Mike at 413-2516 to look at it. No 
pets.2002 Greene St. Thanks!  :-)
Email adzonni@aol.com
EMPLOYMENT
PLAY SPORTS! HAVE FUN!
Maine camp needs fun loving 
counselors tgo teach all land, 
adventure & water sports. Great 
summer! Call (888)4844-8080 
apply: campcedar.com
EMPLOYMENT
Make this summer different!!
The YMCA of Columbia is on the
hunt for AMAZING staff to
mentor campers at our 4 day  
camp locations. More info
at www.columbiaymca.org!
Interviews ending soon!
Full Time Front Office Personnel
Downtown Columbia medical 
practice is searching for a full-time 
staff member.  Ideal candidate 
will have a great personality, 
great communication skills as 
well as very intergetic.  Duties 
include working with patients as 
they check into and out of our 
office for medical care.  Good 
computer skills is a  must as 
additional duties include verifying 
patient insurance and obtaining 
prior authorizations for medical 
treatment. Office is open Monday 
through Thursday.  Please email 
resume with availability and salary 
requirements to:  
smccord@physicianservicessc.
com
Hey Students! Looking for part 
time office help. In 5 Pts!
Call or lv/msg 803-561-1307
Experienced Personal Trainers 
Needed
Located a mile from campus. 





Pasta Fresca seeking Host/
Cashiers & Servers.  Apply in 
Person at 3405 Forest Drive 
between 3-6 daily
OPPORTUNITIES
Bartending! Up to $250/Day. No 





Box around ad: $1.25
Logo insertion available 
for addt’l cost
Noon, 1 business day 
prior to publication
Two line minimum
Avg. line length of 30 
characters
LINE AD RATES
1st insertion: $2.50 / line
Subsequent: $1.50 / line
TOMORROW
PAN, MANRAY, LAZER/WULF 
8 p.m., $5 over 21 / $8 under 21 
New Brookland Tavern, 
122 State St. 
WUSC DANCE PARTY 
9 p.m., $5 
5 Points Pub,
2020 Devine St. 
 
GLASS CLOUD, LIFE ON REPEAT, SET IT OFF 
6 p.m., $12 
New Brookland Tavern, 
122 State St. 
ROCKSTAR KARAOKE 
10 p.m., no cover 
5 Points Pub, 
2020 Devine St. 
TODAY
“THIS IS SODOM (ZOHI SDOM)” 
8 p.m., $6.50 students / $7.50 general 
Nickelodeon Theatre, 937 Main St. 
@thegamecock
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25 Rabid B-ball fan’s
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58 “The Offi ce” airer
60 Uruguayan uncle
61 Saharan refuges
62 Use a short form
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63 __ master
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   1. be honest with 
yourself.   you’re  not  thinking 
of “an embankment that 
holds back and controls 
water.”  the  problem  is,  words 
like “dyke” and “faggot” are 
so commonly used as insults 
these days, it’s really hard 
to remember a time when 
they  weren’t.  2. so please, 
knock  it off.  3. learn more 
at ThinkB4YouSpeak.com
dyke ( ) 
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Coach Beverly Smith 
returns to a familiar site 
today in Chapel Hill at 
5 p.m., as she brings her 
team to release some 
frustration against No. 
24 North Carolina and 
snap its current three-
game skid.
A mid their second 
such slide of the season, 
the Gamecocks will step 
out of conference for a 
single-game matchup 
against the head coach’s 
former team. 
This will be Smith’s 
f i r st  t r ip back s ince 
t a k i ng  t he  re i n s  i n 
Columbia, and she’s still 
familiar with some of 
the current players.
“I’m excited to head 
back to Chapel Hill, and 
certainly I’m familiar 
with the girls on the 
roster t here,” Smit h 
said. “Seniors Ally Blake 
and Kelli Wheeler are 
h a v i n g  b ig  s e a s o n s 
for the Tar Heels and 
le ad i ng  t hem.  L or i 
Spingola is their pitcher 
on the mound that has 
done an excellent job.”
S m i t h  i s  r i g h t 
t o  s p o t l i g h t  t h e 
p e r f o r m a n c e  o f 
N o r t h  C a r o l i n a 
pitcher Spingola. The 
sophomore  was  ju s t 
named the ACC Pitcher 
of the Week Tuesday 
a f t e r  p i t c h i n g  t w o 
complete games, one of 
five innings and one of 
nine innings, in UNC’s 
recent ser ies against 
Virginia Tech. 
South Carolina owns 
a signifi cant lead in the 
60-game series against 
it s cross-border foe, 
h a v i n g  g o ne  4 8 -12 
against North Carolina 
so far. The Gamecocks 
h a v e  d o n e  w e l l  a t 
Anderson Stadium in 
Chapel Hill in the past, 
having compiled a 15-9 
record on the Tar Heels’ 
home turf.
The breather between 
conference series will 
need to see improvement 
from the Gamecocks, 
both at the plate and 
on the mound. Scoring 
runs and pitching have 
not  been  i s s ue s  for 
most  of  t he  sea son , 
but  t hat  changed in 
the last week when the 
Gamecocks were swept 
by No. 4 Florida. As far 
as building momentum 
offensively, Smith has 
sa id  a l l  sea son t hat 
she l ikes to see high 
product ion f rom her 
s e n i o r s ,  a n d  E v a n 
Childs will do her best 
to keep living up to that 
expectation.
With nine home runs 
on the season (including 
a walk-off series winner 
against Arkansas ), the 
third baseman has tallied 
t he t h i rd-most  long 
balls in a single season 
at South Carolina. If hits 
like this continue from 
Childs, it would equal a 
win for the Gamecocks, 
who are 13-3 this year 
when hitting at least one 
ball over the fence.
In the most recent 
matchup against North 
Carolina, junior Audrey 
Broyles pitched a strong 
game, going fi ve innings 
in which she allowed one 
hit, one walk and three 
strikeouts. While she 
did not pick up the win, 
Broyles put her team in 
a position to win, which 
it did, defeating the Tar 
Heels at Beckham Field, 
1-0. 
D e f e n s i v e  e r r o r s 
have been the demise 
of the Gamecocks in 
many games this year, 
since they have led to 
a plethora of unearned 
r uns for t he pitcher 
in the c i rcle.  Going 
u p  a g a i n s t  r a n k e d 
opponents will become 
more regular as the SEC 
schedule heats up in the 
coming weeks.
“ N o r t h  C a r o l i n a 
has been ranked 24 or 
25 all season,” Smith 
said. “They’re a very 
g o o d  o p p o ne nt ,  s o 
any time we’ve got the 
opportunit y to go in 
and play a top-ranked 
team, we’re excited about 
it .  So, we’re look ing 
forward to heading into 
Chapel Hill. ” 
Softball prepares to play coach’s former team at UNC
USC travels 
to Chapel Hill 
on 3-game skid
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USC senior fi rst baseman Molly Brossart has a .217 batting average for the season and has started every game.
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After being asked to 
throw the ceremonial 
fi rst pitch for the today’s 
game against Wofford, 
South Carolina coach 
Dawn Staley felt nervous 
— she’s never thrown a 
fi rst pitch before.
“The mound is far 
aw a y,”  S t a l e y  s a id . 
“Throwing that thing 
over home plate , I just 
don’t want to throw any 
balls in the dirt.”
S t a l e y  v o w e d  t o 
pract ice the pitch, as 
she k nows f i r st hand 
t hat hard work pays 
dividends. After falling 
short in her first three 
seasons as coach of the 
Gamecocks, Staley is in 
the Sweet 16 for the fi rst 
t ime in her coaching 
career. She fi nds herself 
think ing about if the 
t w o - t i m e  n a t i o n a l 
champion baseball team 
can rub off on her squad, 
a s  it ’s  “a week away 
from maybe doing the 
unthinkable.”
But as the members 
of the USC basebal l 
team know all too well, 
w it h  s ucce s s  come s 
ce lebr it y  s t at u s  i n 
Colu mbia .  St a ley ’s 
players fi nd themselves 
experiencing that with 
a  g rowing fan base 
clamoring for a team to 
get excited about after 
men’s basketball’s dismal 
season.
S e n i o r  g u a r d 
La’Keisha Sutton said 
before the tournament 
professors and deans 
would stop her around 
campus to congratulate 
he r,  w h i l e  f o r w a r d 
C h a re ne e  S t ephe n s 
experiences something 
similar whenever she 
goes somewhere with 
her Gamecock gear on.
Now that the team 
has won its f irst two 
games of the NCA A 
tournament, local stores 
a re  se l l i ng  T-sh i r t s 
to commemorate it s 
achievements. For a team 
that hasn’t experienced 
the celebr it y before, 
staying focused on the 
g a me  a head  c a n  b e 
challenging, but Staley 
prepared her squad for 
this moment a while ago.
“They don’t get too 
high with the highs and 
too low with the lows,” 
Staley said. “They do a 
tremendous job at just 
maintaining. They’ve 
been doing it all season 
long. I think it is just 
a part of what we’ve 
ingrained in them from 
t he  ver y  beg i n n i ng 
b e c a u s e  w e  k n e w 
sooner or later that we 
were going to have this 
type of success, so we 
surrounded ourselves 
with people who could 
understand and who 
could buy into it.”
The seniors are the 
f irst to admit it took 
them several years to 
buy into Staley’s vision, 
but now that everyone 
is on the same page, 
Staley thinks the team 
i s  p l a y i n g  i t s  b e s t 
basketball of the season. 
She attributes that to 
the belief the team has 
in one another, which 
comes out in a pressing 
t ime l ike the NCA A 
Tournament. 
T h e  G a m e c o c k s 
will need to be at their 
best in preparation for 
top-seeded Stanford 
in Fresno, Cal if.,  on 
Saturday. When USC 
was seeded in the Fresno 
reg ion ,  t he  coaches 
looked at Stanford to 
prepare for the bracket. 
The Gamecocks lost 
to Stanford early last 
season, and “they ’re 
pretty much the same 
team.”
Sutton and Stephens 
said that in preparation 
for Eastern Michigan, 
Staley might have been 
m o r e  i n t e n s e  t h a n 
usual. Though she’l l 
undoubtedly resume that 
intensity in preparation 
for the Cardinal, Staley 
wants the team to really 
e n j o y  t h e  m o m e n t 
and “smell the roses,” 
because “it  could be 
over in 40 minutes, so to 
speak.”
S t a l e y  s a i d  t h e 
Gamecocks have short 
memor ie s  a nd  h ave 
instituted a 24-hour rule 
for victories they have 
maintained throughout 
the season, but there’s 
a  b a l a n c e  b e t w e e n 
relishing the journey 
and losing focus.
“It ’s  a  pret t y cool 
d e a l ,”  S t a l e y  s a i d . 
“ C o n s id e r i n g  w h a t 
we’ve been through in 
the past two years, I 
think we’ve been in the 
news for some good and 
some bad things. Now, 
pretty much it’s all good 
because  ou r  player s 
h a v e  a  t r e me nd o u s 
commitment to each 
other and tremendous 
belief in one another. 
Once you add a l l  of 
those things, success is 
just waiting for you.”
Though Staley has 
st ressed to her team 
to enjoy every second 
of the experience, she 
ironically found herself 
hoping the clock would 
speed up on Monday 
n ight .  She hopes  to 
be doing the same on 
Saturday.
“ W h at  wa s  go i ng 
through my mind was, 
‘Clock, hurry up. Hurry 
up and wind down,’” 
St a le y  s a id .  “ I  j u s t 
thought we played so 
well that I didn’t want 
anything to slow the 
momentum, so I just 
tried to speed that clock 
up.” 
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Junior Sancheon White signs a basketball at the Gamecocks watch party last week.
Staley says team 




Women’s hoops feels spotlight in Sweet 16
Comments on this story? 
Visit dailygamecock.com/sports
After the fi rst day of spring 
practice, defensive coordinator 
Lorenzo Ward said sophomore 
cornerback Victor Hampton 
needed to work on consistency 
this season, as he looks to play 
a bigger role in the defense.
“Vic got to play a little bit 
last season, and he played well 
at times and didn’t play so well 
at times,” Ward said. “He has a 
tremendous amount of ability, 
so we just want him to be more 
consistent.”
But  when Wa rd t a l ked 
t o  H a m p t o n  a b o u t  h i s 
consistency, Hampton took a 
different message out of the 
conversation.
“Basically, he just wanted 
me to stay consistent on and 
off the field,” Hampton said. 
“Once I got everything off 
the field together, he wasn’t 
too much worried about my 
on-the-fi eld .”
Though the stories are not 
exactly consistent, Hampton 
a nd Wa rd bot h ag ree  he 
has work to do to prove he’s 
ready for a starting role. With 
cornerback Stephon Gilmore 
choosing to leave early for the 
NFL draft, Hampton feels 
he has come a long way from 
earlier indiscretions.
Before arriving on South 
Carolina’s campus, Hampton 
was arrested on a charge of 
underage drinking at his high 
school, just two days af ter 
signing his letter of intent. 
A f ter he redsh i r ted h is 
f reshman season with the 
Gamecocks, USC coach Steve 
Spurrier dismissed Hampton 
from the team for a violation 
of team rules. A week later, 
Hampton was reinstated, but 
was suspended for the f irst 
three games.
Since being reinstated to the 
team, Hampton feels he has 
matured and has tried to “stay 
out of trouble.”
“I just really had to realize 
what I wanted to do,” Hampton 
said. 
New secondary coach Grady 
Brown wasn’t around for the 
saga with Hampton, but he’s 
heard about it. After just one 
day of spring practice, though, 
Brown liked what he saw in 
t he  supposed ly  refor med 
Hampton. 
“I think he’s just a young 
p l ayer,  a nd  we  a l l  m ade 
mistakes when we were young,” 
Brown said. “I believe that he’s 
a good person, and I’m excited 
to mentor him through life and 
through football. I think the 
football speaks for itself — he’s 
one of the most talented guys 
I’ve been around in my 13-year 
career.”
Now that Hampton has his 
off-the-field incidents behind 
him, he can focus on effi ciently 
utilizing his athletic ability. 
Hampton said looking at fi lm 
helps because he knows what 
he’s doing wrong, but the best 
way to improve is with getting 
repetitions.
Now t hat Hampton has 
gotten those repetitions, Ward 
is back to coaching his in-game 
consistency.
“He just takes too many 
chances,” Ward said. “He’s got 
to make sure that in three-deep 
he stays deep, but he plays a lot 
with his eyes.”
H a m p t o n  s a i d  t h a t 
sometimes when he’s looking 
at the quarterback , he loses 
the wide receiver. He feels 
as though he can make every 
play. In response to tak ing 
“too many chances,” Hampton 
wanted to clarify what kind of 
chances Ward had meant.
When he realized that Ward 
meant in being too aggressive 
in h is play and not in h is 
personal actions, Hampton said 
it’s about “knowing when I can 
take the chance and when not 
to take the chance.”
It ’s a f ine l ine he walks 
outside of football, too, but 
Hampton said he’s farther 
along than where he was when 
he joined the team.
“I just go to class every day 
— I wake up,” Hampton said. 
“I just take every day like it’s 
one at a time. I don’t look too 
much further to the season. I 
just go about each day and it 
helps me out.”
Injury updates:  Several 
player s  were  held  out  of 
Tuesday’s practice.
Starting center T.J. Johnson 
d id not  prac t ice  a f ter  he 
suffered a sprained foot last 
week. A lso sidel ined were 
tight end Rory Anderson with 
a sprained ankle, cornerback 
A h mad Ch r i s t i a n  w it h  a 
c o n c u s s i o n ,  c o r n e r b a c k 
C ad a r iou s  S a nder s  w i t h 
a  h a m s t r i n g  i n j u r y  a nd 
linebacker Quin Smith was out 
with a back injury.
Linebackers coach K irk 
Botkin is down to two spurs 
after his third-string spur, 
Marcquis Roberts, tore his 
ACL in Friday’s practice. 
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he’s matured since 
incidents last summer 
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Hampton working on off-field, on-field performance in spring
